
OPEN LETTER FROM FAMILIES OF IMPRISONED HUNGARIAN AND OTHER FORE,IGN CITIZENS
TO THE HONORABLE

MR. GEORGE PARVANOV PRESIDENT
AND

MR. SERGE STANISHEV PRIME MINISTER
FOR THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

END CORRUPTION, COBRSION, DISCRIMINATION AND INEQUALITY
HONOR BULGARIA'S TREATIES AND ITS COMMITMENTS TO THE EU AND COUCIL OF EUROPE

IMMEDIATELY TRANSFER OUR HUSBANDS, FATHERS AND SONS TO PRISONS IN OUR COUNTRIES
AMEND ARTICLE 70 OF THE CRIMINAL CODE

GIVE CITIZENS OF THE EU AND OTHER COUNCIL OF EUROPE STATES AN EQUAL RIGHT TO PAROLE
AND

AMEND ARTICLES 4 I5  AND 4 I8  OF  THE BULGARIAN CRIMINAL  CODE OF PROCEDURE
TO GIVE OFFENDERS A RIGHT OF APPEAL EQUAL TO THAT OF PROSECTJTORS

GIVE OFFENDERS A  CHANCE TO BRING DECIS IONS OF CORRUPT AND B IGOTTED JUDGES BEFORE I I IGHER
COURTS

AND
AMEND ART.442 CRIMINAL CODE OF PROCEDURE

TO MAKE PRISONER TRANSFERS UNDER THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION MANDITORY

( icnt lcrncn. thc Iamil ics ol ' lbrcign cit izcns imprisoncd at thc Sofia
I)r ison pcti t ion you to show thc sanrc humanity. cquali ty undcr law
and thc compassion l i rr  thc l i rreign cit izcns in I lulgarian prisons as
you i trc dclnanding l i rr  l lulgarian cit izcns imprisoned in Libya or in
our countr ics.

In Ma1, ol '2005 and again in Octobcr 2006 l irrcign prisoners at thc
Solja I)r ison complaincd against thc discrimination practiced by
prison rvardcns who intcntionally obstruct legal rights not restrictcd
by thcir cr irninal scntcnccs. ' l 'hcsc gricvanccs werc madc public
during thcsc hungcr str ikcs. F.ach cnded only on thc promisc to our
cmbassics that thc ( iovcrnmcnt ol '  l lulgaria would cnd i ts
discrirnination against lorcign cit izcns in Bulgarian prisons and slop a
practice ol 'arbitrarincss and bigotry by Solia prison administrat ions
and Solla criminal court . just iccs. Sol la Prison ol l ic ials are without
good" rcasonablc or lawlul causc dcnying to fbrcign ol lcndcrs thcir
r ight k) acccss a l lulgarian court ol ' law oncc having servcd hal l 'or
nrorc ol ' thcir scntencc. And thc Solia criminal . ludges havc rcpcatcdly
violatccl your national law whcn relusing to parolc l i rrcign nationals
solcly on grounds ol- "cxccssivc rcmaindcr" and "unpaid money
dcbts".

Gentlemen, the Government of Bulgaria and i ts courts are not
keeping the promises to us or to the EU and Counci l  of Europe.
Solia prison ol l lc ials continuc to cxcccd thcir ol l lc ial powcrs and 1o
conccal thc truth l iom you and thc Bulgarian pcople. lJnlawl 'ul
discrimination and arbitrarincss at the Sotia Prison remains
unchcckcd. I ts wardcns and thc col lect ive administrat ive bodics
l irrmcd by thcm arc rcgularly act ing l ike. iudgc and.jury. Thcsc non-
. iudicial pancls ol 'pr ison cmployees are arbitrari ly deciding whcn and
what l lulgarian law wil l  or wi l l  not apply to a lbreign cit izen under
their carc. Prison wardens regularly punishing any forcign cit izen
rvho complains to his l')mbassy or demands prison oflicials observe
what they know to bc the lcgal right ol' a lbreign citizen under
llulgarian law. I]or thosc Ilungarian and other "non-l3ulgarians" able
to overcomc thc obstructions ofa corrupted conectional system there
awails Sofla l)istrict criminal court .judges ready to abuses their
. iudicial powers. I) iscrimination against foreign nationals is systemic
among Sofia.judgcs who know their abuses are not subject to higher
court control when routincly re1'using fbreign citizens any chance of
parole or probation.

This is legal ly wrong and moral ly reprehensible.

You, President Parvanov and You Prime Minister Stanishev
must stop Sofia prison wardens from (l)  continuing the practice
of direct discrimination in prison housing. rvork and placcs ol '
worship; (2) the unreasonable, unjusti f ied and often unlawful
refusal to submit the names of more than 40 foreign cit izens to a
judicial panel for review oftheir possible parole and: (3) denying
legal r ights solely due to the national i ty of more than I l0 foreign
cit izens. l t  is thcir lcgal r ight kr bc houscd in transit ional or
intcrmcdiate security prisons in I lulgaria and arvay' l ionr rcpcat
criminal ol l 'cndcrs; (4) inhumane and oppressive housing
condit ions. l l0 f 'oreign prisoncrs lurced to l ivc in a spacc dcsigncd
lbr 40; (5) denying non-Bulgarian cit izens a reduction in their
sentences through regular work or education. Irorcign cit izcns arc
reluscd acccss to rcgular work and nrinimurn wages as ',vcll as to
higher cducation; (6) unlawful ly and unreasonably denying to
foreign cit izens their r ight to communicate with prison off icials
and Bulgarian state agencies in their own languages, and thcrcbv
intcntional ly obstructing a l i rrcign cit izcn l iom cxcrcising his lcgal
r ight as guarantccd to him under l ]ulgarian law. And Your Courts of
Criminal law must decide the fate of "non-Bulgarians"
impart ial i ty and str ict ly according to international treaties and
national laws, and not "personal" prejudices of a judge that
results in judicial arbitrariness and injust ice. l 'hcsc lacts arc
concealed l iom you and thc l lulgarian pcoplc. You could not knou ol '
thcsc pervcrsions o1- I lulgarian laws or ol ' the injust iccs or
inhumanit ics committed in thc namc ol ' thc pcoplc.

PLIiASII do what is ncccssary to sccure lbr non-llulgarian citizcns
their fundamental r ight t<t cquali ty under la'uv and an cl lcct ivc
mechanism fbr thcir protcct ion l iom thc dircct and indircct
discrimination practiced in your prisons and by your courls. Wc ask
lbr amends to l lulgaria's Criminal Codc. Ctr iminal Codc ol ' I)roccdurc
and l"aw on the Bxecution ol ' I)unishments. l , i rnit  thc adminislrat ivc
powers o1-prison employecs and proscculors. Sct concrctc guidcl incs
fbr cr iminal courl . iudges whcn making decisions f irr  prisoner parolc.
Make decisions sub.jcct to appeal. Only thcn wil l  thc practiccs ol '
arbitrarincss end. lntcmational transl'ers should be ntanclatory and
sub.iect to l3ulgarian.judicial supcrvision. AC'l '  on our gricvanccs.

We want Libya's Kaddafi  to return Bulgaria's daughters. We
WANT YOU to STOP HOLDING our sons hostages for money
and to return them to us.

Thank you



Press Release
English Text From

Head of Hungarian families Committee
Mariann Sabo Laszlo Email: sz.mariann(Qlf iberrrrail.hu

It is my pleasure to inform and invite representatives of the intemational media to comment on a
public demonstration to be held against the Covemment of Bulgaria in the city of Budapest Hungry in
front of the Bulgarian Embassy on June 8'" 2007, at l4:00 hours.

Thirty (30) or more Hungarian and other citizens of the EU and their families are scheduled to make a
public protest against policies of the Government of Bulgaria and the refusals of Bulgaria's Prime
Minister Stanishev and President Parvanov to intervene in ending the unreasoned and inhumane
refusals of Bulgaria's Supreme Cassation Prosecutors Office to in good faith observe the terrns of the
European Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced Person. For years EU and other foreign nationals
convicted for crimes in Bulgaria have been held hostage by Bulgaria's Prosecutors Office and must
serve their sentences only a Bulgarian prison. This Govemment of Bulgaria policy has as its sole
expectation the belief that by doing so the families of these men in Hungary and elsewhere can be
coerced into selling their homes and thereby pay the money demanded in exchange for Bulgarian
Prosecutors approving the transfbrred of their loved ones to prisoners in their own countries. The
families who cannot pay are then subjected to years of torment, separation and the guilt of not having
money to save a member of their family from the discrimination and other abuses they suflbr while in
Bulgaria.

The demonstrators have published and submitted an OPEN LETTER to Bulgaria's Prime Minister
and President asking them to bring an immediate end to the unlawful discriminations, .iudicial
arbitrariness and corruption practiced against citizens of the EU and other fbreign nationals lbund in
Bulgaria's prisons. Who according to Bulgarian national laws should be in open or transitional prisons
and of which more than half must be paroled but are not. Paroles routinely and unlawfully refused to
"non-Bulgarians". This despite the fact that their parole will result in an immediate deportation and
therefore afTords no risk to Bulgarian society. Also citizens of the EU in Bulgarians prisons cannot
access social programs necessary to their "rehabilitated" and development of a stable family Iife. They
do speak the Bulgarian language and therefore no future prospects when leaving prison and finally
being deported. However, it is well documented that "certain" foreign citizens somehow become
"privileged". Only after paying large amounts of money to the Bulgarian state orto a private citizen,
do Sofla City Criminal Court judges and prosecutors consider citizens of the EU as "rehabilitated".
l 'his same principle is applied by Bulgarian Prosecutors when considering transfer requests f-rom
citizens of the EU or other Council of E,urope member states. Bulgarian President Parvanov and Prime
Minister Stanishev are being asked by demonstrators to immediately end this policy and instruct
Bulgaria's' Prosecutors Office to immediately and without delay approve the transfbrring of all EU
and other foreign citizens to prisons in their own countries. As for those who chose to remain in
Bulgaria and have less than 5 years remaining to their criminal sentences. 'l 'hey should be
imrnediately removed from the Sofia Prison as ORDERED by Bulgaria's Supreme Court and
remanded to the facilities at the Bulgarian City of Kazichen as was promised by Minister for Justice
for Bulgaria in a December 2006 letter to Bulgaria's Commission for Protection against
Discrimination. And once moved to have absolutely equal opportunities as Bulgarian citizens except
where specifically prohibit by national law. The organizers and the Contacts in Hungary are listed
below [and please communicate your questions in English or better in Hungarian]. MORE
DEMONSTRATIONS ARE EXPECTED IN OTHER COUNTRIES WHOSE NATIONALS FIND
THEMSELVES BEING DISCRIMINATED AGAINST WHEN UNREASONABLY REFUSED
TRANSFERS AND UNLAWFULLY DENIED PAROLE :

Ilungarian Attorncys Dr. Gloner Peter and Mr. Posfai Laszlo [he is the lead attorneyl
Irmail :  pclui2raxclcro.hu ' l -el:  

[country code] 36 [ci ty l ]udapcstl  I  -  302 - 444.1
Fax:  36  l -302-3222
Cell :  36 -20 - 945 - 0302

.lournal ists Assist ing Family - RTL I lungary [this is major sat. and cable Euro wide networkl
Mr. Jasz Zoltan
Emai I : ja$17_sl!aqqr.rt|klu:=hu
C e l l :  3 6 - 7 0 - 3 1 9 -  1 6 0 7


